
Franklin Christian Academy Summer Reading 2019 
Literature and Composition  

Cameron Duroe  cduroe@franklinchristianacademy.org 

Regular: Every one must read The Chosen by Chaim Potok. Also select one book from 
the list for your choice book. Complete the book report form for both books. 

Honors: Select three books (at least one from each list). Complete a book report form 
for all books. 

Fiction 

Watership Down, Richard Adams – An exciting tale about a group of rabbits searching 
for a safe place to establish a new warren where they can live in peace. 

I Heard the Owl Call My Name, Margaret Craven – A young minister learns about life 
when he is assigned to a parish amongst Native Americans in the Pacific Northwest. 

Rebecca, Daphne du Maurier - A timid young woman marries a widower, only to find her 
new home haunted by the memory of Rebecca, his first wife. 

Peace Like a River, Leif Enger – Reuben, an asthmatic boy living in 1960s Minnesota, 
tells the story of his family's cross-country search for his older brother, who has been 
charged with murder. 

My Antonia, by Willa Cather. Willa Cather portrays pioneer Nebraska life in one of the 
best-loved classics of American fiction. 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, Betty Smith - A poor young girl living in Brooklyn before 
World War I struggles to make sense of her life and her family. 

Treasure Island, Robert Louis Stevenson – A young boy discovers a treasure map that 
leads to a pirate fortune as well as to “treachery, greed, and daring.” 

Any book by J.R.R. Tolkien 

Nonfiction: 

Tuesdays with Morrie, Mitch Albom – Morrie Schwartz, a professor who is dying of ALS, 
and Mitch Albom, his former student, meet weekly to discuss life and death, and the 
reader becomes privy to intimate moments of Morrie's final days. 



Swimming to Antarctica, Lynne Cox - A noted long-distance swimmer describes her 
record- breaking swims in places such as the English Channel, the Bering Strait, the 
Straits of Magellan, and Antarctica. 

Dove, Robin Lee Graham – Sixteen-year-old Graham sails around the world by himself 
and tells of his adventures and the people he meets along the way, including the love of 
his life, Patti Ratterree. 

Dancing Under the Red Star, Karl Tobien – The story of Margaret Werner, a young 
American woman who survived ten years in Siberia as a political prisoner of Josef Stal-
in. 

A Lesson Before Dying by Earnest Gaines- The story of a young black man who is an 
unwitting party to a liquor store and convicted of murder and sentenced to death who 
forms a friendship with another man. In the end, the two men forge a bond as they both 
come to understand the simple heroism of resisting—and defying—the expected. 

God’s Smuggler by Brother Andrew. Brother Andrew realizes God’s calling on his life to 
smuggle Bibles behind the Iron Curtain during Communism. 

Into Thin Air- John Krakauer 

Everyone: 
1. Complete the Summer Reading Assignment Handout for all books read. 

2. Select one of the choice books and prepare a poster for an oral book report. The 
poster should include pictures and/or drawings as well as text, and it should communi-
cate information about the author, the main characters, the plot, the setting, and at least 
two important symbols or objects from the text. 



Name ___________________________________________________________ 
Franklin Christian Academy Summer Reading Assignment 

Book Title:________________________________________________________  

Author:___________________________________________________________  

Answer the following in complete sentences: 

Describe the setting of the book (time, place, culture): 

Give a brief description of the main characters of the book 

Briefly summarize the main plot. 



What do you think is the main message the author is trying to send in this book? 
(Theme). 

Choose three quotes that demonstrate how the author uses the book to get his or her 
message across to the reader. When listing a quote include the page it appears on, and 
1-2 sentences explaining what it reveals about the overall theme of the book.


